The volume is modestly designated as a 'source book', but all concerned with the administration of the health services will find in it much of interest and help. This should result in the various sectors involved taking a more balanced view of the different aspects of the health and welfare services, in the setting of an organized society. For too long have narrow sectional interests been unappreciative of the parts played by others in a very complex organization. Similarly, it should prove of benefit to members of boards and committees.
The prevailing, and likely persisting, shortages of trained personnel and finance in the health services make it essential that these resources be used to the optimum extent. This can be brought about, in large part, by raising administrative standards, and the present book should contribute to this necessary development. This latest addition to the 'Living Chemistry' series will be of primary interest to radiobiologists, cellular biochemists, physiologists and radiotherapists. It covers the growth of knowledge of chemical protection against radiation from its origins a mere fifteen or twenty years ago and the author's early work with cyanides, cysteine and cysteamine. There are chapters concerned with the effectiveness and toxicity of the various compounds; their distribution, mechanisms of action and metabolic and cytochemical effects. The factors influencing their actions are fully discussed, and a useful list of the known protective compounds is included. The book concludes with the author's theories of chemical protection. From the physician's point of view, brief reference is made to chemical protection against the effects of radiomimetic drugs, such as the alkylating agents, and the synergistic effects of a combination of the protective compounds with bone marrow transplantation in the treatment of toxic doses of chemotherapeutic agents and radiation accidents. It is interesting to note the effectiveness of such familiar substances as histamine, serotonin, glutathione, noradrenaline and reserpine. The hopes of the radiotherapist and chemotherapist of finding substances capable of protecting normal tissue in preference to tumour tissue receive little encouragement but there are useful suggestions concerning the possibility of providing local protection. The bibliography is comprehensive (some 1,300 references).
J Q MATTHIAS

A History ofImmunization by H J Parish MD FRCPE DPH ppxi+355 illustrated 50s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1965
Immunization has had such a cardinal place in many of the most successful programmes for the control of infective disease that it seems surprising there should not have been any recent historical account of its development and achievements. Dr Parish's life-long association with the Wellcome Research Laboratories and the fact that, as he says, he has known personally many of the pioneers, puts him in an admirable position to provide an authoritative review. The resulting book contains a great deal of valuable information on the development of methods for active and passive immunization against all the infective diseases of man for which they have been used.
Each of the 37 chapters is, in general, given to a separate disease, in which the whole history of immunization for that infection is discussed, bringing the story of each up to the present. This approach has the obvious advantage of simplicity in presentation and it enables the reader to follow the development of methods available for a particular disease. It has the disadvantage of obscuring the appreciation of the broad way in which the technique and philosophy of immunological preventive methods have developed, and it makes it more difficult to see just how the progress with one infection affected work on others. But it is only on this synthetic approach that the book seems rather weak; for the marshalling of facts and their clear and straightforward presentation, it is excellent. There are portraits of more than 40 of the key contributors to the development of immunization, often in delightfully informal pose.
R E 0 WILLIAMS The Control of Fertility by Gregory Pincus ppxvii+360 72s New York &London: Academic Press 1965 The author of this book has been a leader in the scientific investigation of the control of fertility in man and other mammals for many years. His place in fame is secure as a result of the introduction, with his colleagues, of the first effective oral contraceptive ten years ago. Without doubt, this event gave considerable impetus to the increasing study of fertility control, the one bright spot in the otherwise gloomy prospect of the expanding world population. It is particularly fitting, therefore, that Dr Pincus should now have written an up-to-date, comprehensive survey of knowledge of the factors controlling reproductive processes and especially of what is known of the means whereby these factors may be influenced. The value as a reference source, to all workers interested in the control of fertility, will be apparent from the fact that it contains no fewer than 1,459 references, culled, as the author explains, from more than twice that number consulted. The subject matter of the book includes the nervous and hormonal factors involved in spermatogenesis, oogenesis, ovulation and sexhormone production. Particular attention is given to the role of ovarian hormones in the hypothalamopituitary-ovary feedback system and to experimental studies of agents which block ovulation. Other sections deal with fertilization, cleavage, blastocyst development and implantation. A separate chapter is concerned with free ovum development. The clinical section covers fertility control in men, the detection, stimulation and inhibition of ovulation in women, an important chapter on the effects, on various systems, and the safety of currently-used ovulation inhibitors, and finally, a summing-up of some consequences of the application of fertility control. This is a timely and authoritative contribution of great value to an exceedingly important subject. In this small book one of the originators of treatment with oxygen under pressure describes the clinical features of gas gangrene, the early history of attempts to treat the infection by local oxygenation, the hyperbaric chamber used in Amsterdam and the method of its use, and finally his results. Tabular particulars of 40 cases of gas gangrene are given, with only 8 deaths, most of which were not due to the clostridial infection itself. Clinical histories are given of 19 of these patients.
The causative organism was identified in every case, 34 being infected with Cl. welchii, 5 with Cl. fallax and 1 with Cl. tertium. Some patients had positive blood cultures as well as extensive local lesions. The results are most impressive, but they leave the reader in some doubt about allocation of the credit for recovery between oxygen and antibiotics. The author claims that 9 patients were treated 'without antibiotics'. The histories of only 5 of these are given, and 4 of them in fact did receive antibiotics, although apparently unsuccessfully and before oxygen was started. Almost all the other patients whose histories are given received a course of penicillin as well as oxygen. In the single patient to whom no antibiotics were given this was said to be 'due to a misunder-standing'. This leaves the author's attitude to this aspect of treatment in doubt. However beneficial oxygen therapy may be, it is surely advisable also to give the patients the undoubted benefit obtainable from penicillin, preferably in more generous doses than most of these patients received. Psychiatrists, on the other hand, would be more interested in the author's views on the psychopathology and classification of depressions. These are worth-while reading for the fresh air they bring, though I am sure Dr Pollitt would not expect all psychiatrists to agree with him; in particular I baulked at the suggestion that a mild form of 'S-type' depression was a neurosis, a more severe form a psychosis. c M B PARE The Treatment of Cancer with special reference to radiotherapy and chemotherapy edited by J S Mitchell CBE FRS pp xiv+315 illustrated £5 London: Cambridge University Press 1965 This book contains the lectures given at one of the courses organized by the School of Clinical Research and Postgraduate Medical Teaching at the University of Cambridge. The aim of the courses is to consider recent developments in each field ofmedicine covered, with particular reference to their scientific basis. The contents of the book do not, therefore, cover the routine disciplines of treatment, and a reader not actively engaged in the day-to-day management of malignant disease would be unlikely togainmuchinsight into current standard methods of treatment. Butthereis a great deal of interest here for those who have made the treatment of malignant disease their specialty, and also for research workers hoping to find clinical applications for basic techniques and methods. The lectures range over a wide field. F Bergel reviews newer developments in chemotherapy, A L Walpole writes on the pharmacology of alkylating agents: at the other extreme H R Youngman discusses the application of nerve blocking with phenol for treatment of intractable
